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Portland, Oregon - Portland, Oregon - The 19" annual GEAR UP West Conference kicked
off Sunday, October 26, with an inspiring message from Congresswoman Suzanne
Bonamici, setting the tone for three days dedicated to expanding college access and
success across the country.

Hosted by Oregon GEAR UP, this year’s conference brings together hundreds of educators,
counselors, and community partners from over 30 states, representing more than 60% of
the United States. Participants gather this week to share innovative strategies and stories
that help students prepare for and thrive in post-secondary success.

In her remarks, Congresswoman Bonamici emphasized the vital role of programs like GEAR
UP in helping students see higher education as both possible and attainable. She spoke to
the importance of investing in young people and ensuring that every student, regardless of
zip code or background, has a pathway to success.

“Everyone deserves a path to success. And not everybody is on the same path,”
Bonamici said.” That’s a recognition that we all have to understand.”

She continued, “l know from my experience that education is the best investment
that we can make. It changes lives, it changes livelihoods.”

The conference’s opening celebration showcased the breadth, creativity, and resilience of
Oregon GEAR UP’s community. Attendees were treated to a moving performance of
traditional Indigenous drumming performed by the Midnight Travelerz from Klamath Tribes,
featuring three students, as well as a vibrant folklorico dance presentation from Dayton
Junior/Senior High School. The program also included a poetry reading by a GEAR UP alum
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from Stanfield, Oregon, showing the vast array of community, drive, and passion of
Oregon’s students through storytelling.

Together, these performances reflected GEAR UP’s core mission to uplift communities
through education and connection.

GEAR UP West continues through Tuesday, October 28, featuring sessions on Al in
education, rural student access, student engagement, and culturally responsive practices.
Each session reinforces GEAR UP’s shared goal: to ensure every student sees college
within reach.

For more information about GEAR UP West and the works of Oregon GEAR UP and Oregon
Goes To College visit https://oregongoestocollege.org/gearupwest

Oregon Goes To College is the go-to source for information on preparing for education after high school.
It is a statewide initiative of Oregon GEAR UP.

Oregon GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) is a federally
funded program through the U.S. Department of Education that helps middle and high school students
prepare for and succeed in after high school.
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