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GEAR UP and The Ford Family Foundation expand college access program in 10
Oregon communities
Funds will be distributed to schools in Coos, Curry and Douglas counties

EUGENE — February 22, 2011: The Oregon University System and The Ford Family Foundation are partnering to
expand GEAR UP college access programs to ten new rural communities in Coos, Curry and Douglas counties. Since
2002, Oregon has been the recipient of a federal grant for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate
Programs (GEAR UP) that works to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared to enter and
succeed in postsecondary education. Currently, there are 12 rural communities across the state which receive funding
and support to implement community-specific plans to create a college-going culture, starting in the 7" grade and
continuing through high school graduation, which focuses on academic and other types of preparation for college.

The Ford Family Foundation is also committed to improving p condary education awareness, preparation and
enrollment among rural students and is a natural partner to spread th AR UP program more broadly across Oregon.
Thus, ten new school clusters will be selected to join GEAR UP, beginning w e first cohort of 7" grade students in
fall 2011.
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“We are honored to partner with The Ford Family Foundation to bring GEAR UP to more T
said Stephanie Carnahan, GEAR UP director. “The program affords communities the opp
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“The Ford Family Foundation recognizes that, in today’s world, education beyond high school through a university,
community college, or technical certificate is an essential component to creating successful citizer End with the

communities,” said John Amoroso, program officer for The Ford Family Foundation’s grant progfal
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For more information: Oregon GEAR UP, National GEAR UP program, The Ford Family Foyndati exglalnlqg the goals
and mission.

Oregon GEAR UP is a federally-funded program designed to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared to
enroll and succeed in college. The program is administered by the Oregon University System. Currently, the Oregon GEAR
UP program sponsors middle and high schools in 12 communities: Brookings, Cottage Grove, Glendale, Irrigon, La Pine,
Merrill, Aurora, Grants Pass, Myrtle Creek/Canyonville, Stanfield, Sweet Home and Lincoln City.

Oregon University System (OUS) comprises seven distinguished public universities, reaching more than one million people
each year through on-campus classes, statewide public services and lifelong learning.
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