Summer Send-Off
DESCRIPTION
Take a cue from the many colleges that call on regional alumni groups to host summer send-off parties for incoming freshmen and their family by hosting a send-off picnic/BBQ in late summer or early fall for graduating seniors who will be attending college. Students who will be attending the same college (or similar colleges) should re-connect at the event and make plans to support each other during the year. Hold the event in conjunction with another school or community event, and of course, offer food!

MATERIALS
Food!
Index Cards
Pens/Pencils
Swat Game
· Poster paper/markers or white board/markers
· Masking Tape
· Questions
· Fly Swatters
· Small prizes (optional)

AGENDA
First 5 minutes	General Welcome: congratulate students on their college/career plans
Explain format for the evening
Ask students and parents to write on index cards one thing they’re excited about and one thing they’re nervous about for college (collect, but keep cards separate).
Next 20 minutes	Eat!
Next 20 minutes	Break into small groups (college cohorts, including parents or students v. parents) to play the Swat Game
Next 20-30 minutes	Break into two groups – 1 for students and 1 for parents
Facilitate a conversation about what each group is excited/nervous about for college. Read anonymously off of the note cards if people are reluctant to share and encourage the group to brainstorm solutions together.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Final 5 minutes	Send the participants off with the following Action Steps:
1) Provide contact information for students to be in touch/how to stay connected
2) Remind students and parents about next event
3) Best of luck with the start of college!




PLEASE JOIN US 
FOR YOUR SCHOOL NAME’S 
SUMMER SEND-OFF PARTY



Starting college soon? Join other recent alumni for an evening of food, friends, and fun to celebrate the next chapter of your life.
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BRING YOUR FAMILY:
DINNER & CHILDCARE PROVIDED!
All events will take place from 6-7:30pm 
in the school library.


Swat Game							adapted from Wyoming GEAR UP
PURPOSE
Reinforce college terminology especially around support services and common academic vocabulary.

MATERIALS
· Poster paper/markers or white board/markers
· Masking Tape
· Questions
· Fly Swatters
· Small prizes (optional)
DIRECTIONS
· Separate the white board or poster paper into equal sections.  Each team will have their own section.  
· Write the answers (in bold below) randomly on each side of the white board or poster paper.  Make sure both sides have all words, but in different locations.  
· Put a piece of masking tape on the floor several feet away from the board/paper.  All team members except the “swatter” must stay behind this tape line.  
· Split group into two teams.  Teams will choose a team name and one player to start as the “swatter”.  The swatter lines up behind the tape line with his/her back to the white board or poster board.
· Read the first question. The first person to turn around and swat the correct answer wins a point.  Team members may help! The question & answer will then be discussed among the group to enforce the understanding of the term.  Alternatively, you can discuss all of the questions and answers at the end.
· Teams will choose a new “swatter” and play will repeat.  Continue on until all questions have been answered.  The team with the most points at the end of the time period wins.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1. This is a government form that must be completed in order to be eligible for grants, loans and scholarships. FAFSA
2. This is the average of a student’s semester or end of term grades, starting with their freshman year. GPA
3. A full-time student takes a minimum of how many credit hours per semester. 12
4. This is a service that is offered to students who would like extra help with schoolwork or study skills. Tutoring 
5. A specialized field of study or subject area. Major
6. Time before the end of finals week to study. Reading Week
7. This type of financial assistance is considered “FREE MONEY”, although free, most have requirements that must be maintained in order to keep it. Scholarships
8. Your point person for academic questions and concerns. Advisor
9. An outline of the course schedule, assignments and expectations. Syllabus
10. The value or weight of a course. Credit
11. A set time to meet with a professor and ask questions. Office Hours
12. An introductory class may have this number in its title: 101
13. This building will be your favorite place to study. Library
14. Student leaders and mentors who live in the dorms. Resident Adviser (RA)
15. This office will help you get the money you need for college. Financial Aid
16. If you need to add or drop a class, you need to visit this office. Registrar
17. Graduate students or upperclassmen who have taken a class before and help teach or tutor students. Teaching Assistant (TA)
18. This is a type of Federal Financial Aid which is based on student need and provides students with part-time, on-campus employment. Work Study
19. A student who is pursuing a 1- 2- or 4-year degree. Undergraduate
20. The buildings and grounds of a college or university. Campus
21. A course that must be taken before another course. Prerequisite
22. Fun sports leagues on campus. Intramurals
23. An introduction to life at college. Orientation
24. Doctors and nurses are available here if you get sick on campus. Health Center
25. A college or university class or educational opportunity. Course
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